
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR BARROW 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the County Council Local Committee for Barrow held on 
Monday, 15 July 2019 at 10.30 am at Conference Room, Nan Tait Centre, Barrow-
in-Furness, LA14 1LG 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr KR Hamilton (Chair) 
 

Mrs A Burns 
Mr F Cassidy 
Mr D English 
Mr D Gawne 
 

Mr W McEwan (Vice-Chair) 
Mrs H Wall 
Mr S Wielkopolski 
Mr MH Worth 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mrs L Harker - Senior Democratic Services Officer 
Ms T Ingham - Area Manager - Barrow 
Ms S Plum - Executive Director - Barrow Borough Council 
Dr D Roberts - Executive Director - Corporate, Customer and 

Community Services 
Mr K Tetchner - Highways Network Manager 
Ms S Tiribocchi - Community Development Officer 
Ms C Tringham - Waste Operational Manager 
 
 

  
PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 

PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 

 

 
14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr B Shirley and Mr R Worthington. 
 
 
15 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
There were no disclosures of interest made on this occasion. 
 
 
16 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED, that the press and public be not excluded from the meeting during 

consideration of any item of business. 
 
 



17 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
There were no questions, statements or petitions relating to the business of the 
Committee on this occasion. 
 
 
18 MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 17 May 2019 be confirmed 

as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 
 
19 CUMBRIA LEP 
 
(Jo Lappin, Chief Executive, Cumbria Local Enterprise Partnership attended for this 
item of business). 
 
The Committee received a presentation from the Chief Executive of the Cumbria 
Local Enterprise Partnership (CLEP), a company limited by guarantee, which gave 
an update on their governance, delivery and strategy arrangements.  It was 
explained that CLEP was one of 38 LEPs nationally with the eighth largest 
geography and third smallest population.  It was noted the Board, responsible for 
strategy, investment co-ordination and advocacy, consisted of 18 members of which 
12 were from the private sector and six public sector organisations.   
 
Members were informed that in the medium term their priority was around the 
Industrial Strategy, a Government framework, which outlined the plans to boost 
productivity and the earning power of people throughout the UK which was framed 
around five foundations of productivity and four grand challenges. 
 
The Committee noted the role of the LEP was to develop an evidence-based Local 
Industrial Strategy that identified local strengths and challenges, future opportunities 
and the action needed to boost productivity, earning power and competitiveness 
across the area.   
 
Members noted that part of the development work included the implementation of 
contingency plans should any of the development projects not proceed to contract.  
It was highlighted that the biggest issue was influencing future funding such as 
Borderlands, Shared Prosperity Fund, Future High Streets and Strong Towns Fund. 
 
The Local Committee noted that one of the major challenges in the county was the 
declining working age population and it was acknowledged there was a need to look 
at attracting more people to work in Cumbria whilst retaining older workers and 
addressing worklessness.   
 
Members were informed that Cumbria had the smallest pool of people with graduate 
level qualifications in England of any LEP area.  It was explained there were 
challenges in size of geography with areas having high rates of unemployment, 
deprivation, low skills, poor health and worklessness.  It was highlighted that 
deprivation existed in areas with successful, and often growing employers.   



 
During the course of discussion attention was drawn to the need to encourage 
professionals in service industries such as social workers, doctors and 
psychologists to the Barrow area.  Members were informed a place marketing 
campaign was being undertaken and those concerns had been highlighted. 
 
Members drew attention to isolation and deprivation highlighting that whilst Barrow 
was the second largest town in Cumbria isolation and deprivation was a big problem 
and contributed to the number of people leaving the area to seek employment 
elsewhere.  It was explained that infrastructure and public transport were also major 
factors which contributed towards isolation in the area and it was felt this needed to 
be addressed to alleviate some of the problems incurred.   
 
The Local Committee emphasised the need for an improved infrastructure 
throughout the county drawing particular attention to the A590.  Whilst it was 
acknowledged the infrastructure was the responsibility of Highways England 
members felt better access to the Barrow area was required and felt that with 
support of the LEP they could help to identify this as a priority. 
 
During the course of discussion concerns were also raised regarding the lack of 
resilience during flooding on the A590.   
 
The Chief Executive acknowledged all of the concerns raised regarding the A590 
highlighting the need to change the methodology for resilience and assessment of 
the infrastructure.  The Local Committee drew attention to the formation of a 
lobbying group which included both the County and District Councils and other 
partners and welcomed the support of the LEP. 
 
Members discussed the challenging geography of the county highlighting the 
importance of excellent digital and mobile connectivity.   It was acknowledged that 
there were challenges regarding this but explained that support was being sought 
from a number of sources. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the importance of broadband facilities and 
attention was drawn to Starlink by SpaceX, OneWeb and Amazon who were 
proposing Low Earth Orbit (LEO) satellite constellations to provide global internet.  
The Chief Executive, CLEP agreed to investigate this further. 
 
Members discussed the need for the provision of charging points for electric cars.  It 
was explained that electrification was being considered by a Climate Change Group 
and the LEP had offered their support to the Group. 
 
In conclusion members welcomed the headline targets which included improving 
productivity levels in Cumbria (geographically and sectorally), delivering inclusive 
growth by reducing economic disparities and levels of workless families and 
maintaining the workforce and attracting more people of working age to live in the 
county. 
 
The Chair, on behalf of members, thanked Jo Lappin for a detailed presentation and 
asked that a meeting, specifically to discuss the matter further, be scheduled. 



 
 
20 BARROW DISTRICT DISABILITY ASSOCIATION 
 
(Mrs Margaret Burrow, Honorary Chief Executive Officer, Barrow & District Disability 
Association attended for this item of business). 
 
The Local Committee received an update on the Disablement and Benefits Service 
(DABS) with a positive analysis of data for Phase 3 and a summary of benefit 
awards for one year.  It was highlighted that DABS and the Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
complimented each other and were closely aligned. 
 
Members were informed that following a recent bequest the Organisation had 
bought vacant premises which adjoined their present office on School Street, 
Barrow.  It was explained that the legacy would pay for the purchase of the shell of 
the building but not for any other remaining costs, therefore, it was intended to seek 
additional funding through grants and fundraising events.  Attention was drawn to 
the ‘Buy a Brick’ Campaign which DABS had launched to help fund the project.   
 
During the course of discussion thanks and appreciation were conveyed to the local 
Highways Team for the improvements which had been made to the public highway 
adjacent to the premises. 
 
Members welcomed the update and it was agreed the Local Committee would agree 
in principle to make a contribution to the ‘Buy a Brick’ campaign.   It was agreed this 
would be considered further at the next meeting of the Local Committee in 
September. 
 
 
21 HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING CENTRES (HWRCS) - CONTAINER 

EXCHANGES 
 
The Committee received an update on the closure of Project Furness Household 
Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC) during container exchanges and the associated 
queuing and complaints received from the public. 
 
Members were informed that as part of the 25 years Contract in place until 2034 
Renewi Cumbria Limited were responsible for the Project Furness HWRC in 
Barrow-in-Furness which included responsibility for all aspects of health and safety. 
 
The Local Committee was informed that following routine audits a number of issues 
were raised by Cumbria County Council in relation to health and safety and 
management of HWRCs, including that the procedures for the container exchanges 
at the HWRCs were not being followed by the site staff.  It was explained that 
following risk assessments and safe working a decision had been taken by Renewi 
to temporarily close most HWRCs (including Project Furness HWRC) during 
servicing of the containers. 
 
 



Members raised their concerns regarding the lack of action undertaken by the 
Contractor following health and safety audits.  It was felt the Contractor should take 
responsibility for the costs which may be incurred due to the traffic issues they had 
created on the A590 due to queuing traffic.   
 
During the course of discussion the increase in fly tipping due to the problems at the 
HWRC was highlighted.  The Committee felt that the Cabinet should be made aware 
of the issues and their concerns. 
 
Members were informed that the need to redevelop Project Furness had been 
recognised in the past and although the closure of this HWRC during skip 
exchanges had increased the queuing on the A590, this had always been an issue 
at busy times.  It was explained that  due to contractual issues and availability of 
resources it had not been possible to redevelop this HWRC and address this issue. 
 
The Committee was informed that the Authority was currently undertaking a 
feasibility study to look at the practicability of redesigning the current site and the 
possibility of relocation to a different site in Barrow-in-Furness area was also being 
investigated.  It was explained that the source of funding for those works would be 
given full consideration as part of the feasibility study but it was highlighted that 
currently no funding was available.  It was also highlighted that the Contractor may 
seek compensation if the site was relocated. 
 
Members noted the short-term options which had been explored with Renewi to 
minimise the temporary closure of the HWRC during opening hours for container 
exchanges. 
 
The Local Committee were informed that the next steps included the conclusion of a 
Progress Feasibility Study before a full review and consideration of options for the 
future took place.  It was highlighted that in the meantime discussions would 
continue with Renewi with regards to options to try and improve the access and 
egress of the site in the short term. 
 
Members emphasised their serious concerns regarding safety on the highway due 
to the effects of queuing traffic on the A590 during container exchanges.  The 
Executive Director – Corporate, Customer and Community Services confirmed that 
their concerns would be brought to the attention of the Acting Executive Director – 
Economy and Infrastructure for escalation to the Contractor.   
 
The Waste Operational Manager requested that any further complaints be 
forwarded directed to her and she would draw them to the attention of the 
Contractor. 
 
RESOLVED, that an update report be considered at a future meeting of Barrow 

Local Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 



22 2019/20 HIGHWAYS DEVOLVED REVENUE AND CAPITAL UPDATE 
 
Members received a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which presented the Highways Revenue and Devolved Capital and 
Non-Devolved Capital budget finance reports and updated members as to current 
progress on those budget lines (detailed in the appendices attached to the report). 
 
The Local Committee were informed that works ordered against the Revenue 
budget were delivered through a combination of the in-house workforce for Better 
Highways and Street Lighting activities, and a mixture of in house teams and 
external contractors for drainage cleansing, verge maintenance, road markings and 
traffic signals maintenance.  It was explained that currently there was a predicted 
£9,577 forecast overspend on this budget and the Network Management Team 
would look to manage those costs against remaining works wherever possible. 
 
Members noted that the latest Devolved Highways Capital budget allocation for 
2019/20 was £1,241,858.  It was noted that currently an accelerated spend in this 
budget line of £28,882 was forecast, with the intention to scrutinise remaining works 
to manage costs through the financial year. 
 
It was explained that works ordered against the Devolved Highways Capital 
Programme were delivered through a combination of in-house construction teams 
and external framework contractors, notably for machine-laid road surfacing work 
and surface dressing.   
 
Members were informed that part of the Highways Capital Programme uses budgets 
which were not devolved to Local Committee.  It was explained those programmes 
included works on the Principal Road Network, Engineering Safety Schemes, 
Priority Transport Improvement Schemes and Bridges and Structures.  It was 
highlighted that an additional budget for Principal Road Pothole work was not 
currently showing as it was awaiting allocation.  The Local Committee noted the 
current budget was £233,815.  
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
 
23 BARROW HIGHWAYS ADVISORY SUB-GROUP 
 
The Committee considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which gave details of the discussion and recommendations of the 
Highways Advisory Sub-Group (HASG) for the Barrow area which met on 
3 April 2019. 
 
The local Member for Hindpool raised safety concerns regarding the uneven public 
footpath on Hartington Street due to the tree roots.  It was agreed the Highways 
Network Manager would investigate this matter further and report back direct to the 
Member.   
 



During the course of discussion the Chair raised his concerns regarding the lack of 
a budget for the management of trees in the Barrow area, emphasising that they 
had the largest number of trees in the county.  
 
(1) Minutes 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 3 April 2019 be noted. 
 
(2) Options to Incorporate Cycle Facilities Across Jubilee Bridge from 

Barrow-in-Furness to the Isle of Walney 
 
The local Member for Walney North raised his concerns at the provision of a 12 
months trial of a segregated footway (southern side) and cycletrack (northern side) 
on Jubilee Bridge.  He highlighted safety issues due to the current cycling on the 
footpath and felt the problem would be exacerbated.  Whilst this concern was 
acknowledged it was agreed to proceed with the 12 months trial but to review this 
earlier if any specific issues were highlighted. 
 
RESOLVED, that Option 1, which will provide a segregated footway (southern 

side) and cycletrack (northern side) on Jubilee Bridge, (to be trialled 
for a 12 month period)  be progressed. 

 
(3) St Paul’s C of E Junior School, Hawcoat Lane, Barrow – Crossing 

Assessment 
 
During the course of discussion it was confirmed that the establishment of a 
crossing at St Paul’s C of E Junior School (referred to at (b) below) would be 
included in next year’s Highway Programme of Works. 
 
RESOLVED, that  
 
  (a) no further measures are required at this time as the 

established School Crossing Patrol was found to be the most 
suitable measure for St Paul’s C of E Junior School; 

 
  (b) the establishment of a crossing at St Paul’s C of E Junior 

School, Hawcoat Lane, Barrow in Furness be considered 
alongside all other schemes for inclusion in next year’s 
Highway Programme of Works; 

 
  (c) a further report on highways policies and procedures be 

considered at the next meeting of the Sub Group on 15 
October 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(4) Biggar Bank Traffic Calming Update 
 
RESOLVED, that Option 6: Chicane at southern end close to southern 30 mph 

limit and additional gateway markings including introducing a 40 mph 
buffer.  Two potential locations for chicane.  Estimated works cost is 
£20,000. This is a combination of a number of potential options to 
give a further enforcement of the need to reduce speeds (referred to 
on Plan 6 of the report) be agreed as the preferred option.  This 
would be funded from the Annual Package of Measures budget for 
2019/20 which includes an approved allocation for Traffic Schemes 
with a budget of £23,000. 

 
(5) Disabled Parking at Craven House, Barrow-in-Furness 
 
The Local Committee’s attention was drawn to the representations from Barrow 
Disability Association regarding the lack of any disabled parking facilities at Craven 
House, Barrow where their organisation was based.  It was noted that the building 
was owned by Barrow Borough Council and the Executive Director, Barrow Borough 
Council agreed to investigate this matter further. 
 
 
24 BARROW AREA PLANNING REPORT 
 
The Local Committee considered a report from the Executive Director – Corporate, 
Customer and Community Services which provided an update on the Community 
teams including Community Development, waste prevention, and libraries.  
Members were also provided with an update on work and agreed activity since the 
last meeting of the Committee. 
 
Members received a positive update on the continued development of the Ormsgill 
Community Hub highlighting the two key workstreams which included Strengthening 
Ormsgill Community meeting; a multi-agency partnership established to look at how 
best to support the residents of Ormsgill to improve life in the area.  It was explained 
that through the meeting a two year project; ‘Stronger Together’, was commencing 
in conjunction with UCLan researchers.  It was noted that regular community 
meetings now took place, chaired and ran by the community along with multi-
agency litter picks and Street Safes. 
 
The Local Committee noted that the second workstream related to the development 
of a physical hub in Ormsgill.  It was explained that as an interim measure, services 
had been brought together in the Family Centre building.  Members noted that a 
feasibility study for the development of a single hub was completed and a business 
case had been developed.  Members were informed that this would be considered 
by the appropriate governance processes within the County Council for inclusion in 
the Capital Programme in early July. 
 
Members were informed there had been success through internal governance in 
receiving approval to take the Ormsgill Hub forward with funding being agreed. 
 



Members welcomed the report and were pleased to note that feedback took place 
following events.  It was felt that the analysed data should be used to promote the 
events and highlight the positive outcomes. 
 
The Chair, on behalf of the Local Committee, thanked the Community Development 
Team and in particular, Sim Tiribocchi, for the work they had undertaken to make 
the project successful.   
 
The Executive Director – Corporate, Customer and Community Services 
congratulated the Community Development Team for their commitment and 
compassion highlighting how their work should be used to grow similar models in 
other parts of the county. 
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
 
25 LOCAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND LEADERSHIP MEETING 
 
The Committee received the notes of the Local Committee Chairs and Leadership 
meeting held on 30 April 2019. 
 
 
26 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS SERVING ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
There were no reports from members serving on outside bodies on this occasion. 
 
 
27 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
RESOLVED, that the next scheduled meeting will take place on Friday 

20 September 2019 at 10.30 am in the Conference Room, Nan Tait 
Centre, Barrow-in-Furness, LA14 1LG. 

 
 
 

The meeting ended at 12.40 pm 
 


